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È Indiaõs long coastline of close to 8000 
kilometres covers nine states and five union 
territories.  Not only is it home to wetlands, 
several species of fish, reptiles, crustaceans, 
corals, mangroves, it also supports the 
livelihood of around 3300 fishing villages . 

È Coastal fishing employs a million people full 
time, and the post-harvest fisheries employ 
another 1.2 million.  

 

 



È The need for protection and conservation of 
environment and sustainable use of natural 
resources is reflected in the constitutional 
framework of India and also in the 
international commitments of India.  



È The Constitution under Part IVA (Art 51A -
Fundamental Duties) casts a duty on every 
citizen of India to protect and improve the 
natural environment including forests, lakes, 
rivers and wildlife, and to have compassion for 
living creatures.  



È The Constitution of India under Part IV (Art 
48A-Directive Principles of State Policies) 
stipulates that the State shall endeavour to 
protect and improve the environment and to 
safeguard the forests and wildlife of the 
country.  

 



È After the Stockholm Conference, 1972,  the 
National Council for Environmental Policy 
and Planning was set up in 1972  within the 
Department of Science and Technology to 
establish a regulatory body to look after the 
environment -related issues. 



È This Council later evolved into a full -fledged 
Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF).  

È MoEF was established in 1985, which today is 
the apex administrative body in the country for 
regulating and ensuring environmental 
protection and lays down the legal and 
regulatory framework for the same. 



È The National Green Tribunal Act, 2010 
È The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 

1981 
È The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) 

Act, 1974 
È The Environment Protection Act, 1986 
È The Hazardous Waste Management Regulations, 

etc 
È The Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 
È The Forest Conservation Act, 1980 
È Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991  
È The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 

 



È The Ministry of Environment and Forests had 
issued the Coastal Regulation Zone 
Notification vide Notification no. S O. 19(E), 
dated January 06, 2011 with an objective to 
ensure livelihood security to the fishing 
communities and other local communities 
living in the coastal areas. 



  *   to conserve and protect coastal stretches 

  *  to promote development in a sustainable 
manner based on scientific principles, 

   * taking into account the dangers of natural 
hazards in the coastal areas and sea level rise 
due to global warming.  



È One of the areas of environmental concern 
where the Supreme Courtõs involvement has 
been crucial is the protection and conservation 
of Indiaõs coastal environment. 

 

È I would like to quote a few cases to highlight 
the role of highest judiciary in protecting the 
coastlines. 



È On the issue of non-enforcement of 
environmental  laws, the Court  observed that 
ô[e]nactment  of  a law,  but  tolerating  its  
infringement,  is worse than not  enacting a 
law  at all . ... Continued  tolerance of  such 
violations  of  law  not  only  renders legal  
provisions  nugatory  but  such tolerance by the 
enforcement  authorities  encourages 
lawlessness and adoption  of  means which  
cannot, or ought  not  to, be tolerated  in  any 
civilized  societyõ. 



È The Court also found two of the 1994 
amendments ð that reduced the no-
development zone (NDZ) ð to be illegal.  

È It asked the Central Government to consider 
constituting State and National Coastal Zone 
Management Authorities (CZMAs) for the 
effective implementation of the 1991 
Notification.  

 



È In this case, the Court referred to expert reports 
to identify the adverse impacts of coastal 
pollution caused by non-traditional and 
unregulated prawn farming . 

È The Court decided that prawn farming 
industries were prohibited in the coastal 
regulation zones under the CRZ Notification 
1991 and their functioning was in violation of 
various other laws.  



È It held ô[t]he purpose of the CRZ Notification is 
to protect the ecologically fragile coastal areas 
and to safeguard the aesthetic qualities and 
uses of the sea coast. The setting up of modern 
shrimp aquaculture farms right on the sea coast 
é is per se hazardous and is bound to 
degrade  the marine ecology , coastal 
environment and the aesthetic uses of the sea 
coastõ. 



È The issue before the Court was whether certain 
properties on an island in the Vembanad 
Backwaters of Kerala should have been 
categorised as CRZ 1, which restricts its 
rebuilding or expansion, in Keralaõs CZMP.  

È The Court upheld the High Courtõs direction to 
demolish the illegal structures . 

 


